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__ Abstract Results

Cholera is an acute intestinal infection which is contracted by
drinking water that has been contaminated by an infected person’s
fecal bacteria, or the consumption of contaminated food. The
transmission of fecal contamination is a result of poor sanitation, due
to this Cholera is a threat to countries around the globe which do not
have secure access to clean drinking water or assured sanitation.
Since the re-emergence of Cholera in Africa in the 1970’s in Ghana,
the disease has been posing a continuous public health burden for
most African nations. Between 1999 and 2005, a total of 26,924
cases and 620 deaths were reported officially by the World Health
Organization (WHO). In addition to human suffering, and loss of lives,
Cholera outbreaks and epidemics also causes panic, disrupts socio-

Average Annual

Average Annual
Temperature (°C )

Precipitation (mm)

: « ey : - ey : B >1800 LB
economic activities, can cause slowing of development activities in — e =Py ko
affected areas and causes diversion of significant amount of wd RSP o 5om —an ="
monetary resources to tackle this problem, which otherwise would go N s e G e NN d — ol v
towards economic and human development (Anamzui-Ya, 10). MWLV et o e e et u St = -
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m October Figure 5. Cholera related symptoms experienced by patients by age
November group shows that younger people (under 25 years of age) are affected
Analysis of Cholera cases in Decemver [ B B more. Majority of the Cholera patients reported having diarrhea (99%)

Malawi, Africa Figure 2. Number of cholera cases observed by month and day reported. January and and body ache (90%) and only 60% of them reported fever.

February have reported the maximum number of cases. Density of Cholera clusters affecting patients younger than 18 years of

age in the district of Lilongwe.
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Figure 3. The climate graphs for Salima (near Lilongwe) and Karonga districts show variability in
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Figure 6. Hot spots of cholera cases affecting ages younger than 18.
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= Seasonality of this disease makes prediction of an imminent outbreak possible

All data was retrieved from Dr. Muthukrishnan
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