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This study aimed at investigating annexation and zoning practices among e o
municipalities in South Carolina. For this assessment, the researcher chose the cities of e e o s o
Greenville, Rock Hill, and Charleston to learn about the lands that these cities annexed o Vs o o . o
from the years 2012 to 2017 and how they are using these lands. The results show that N o e
Charleston has been the most aggressive with annexation by incorporating over o oo oz Le 2T e
600,000 acres of land which were largely devoted to conservation. Rock Hill annexed ) e cc S o
over 50,000 acres that were heavily devoted toward urban development, and Greenville s T =
brought in a little over 11,000 acres for commercial use. i o m s e

th e ratu re R eVi ew . o o s s oo

Annexation is the process by which municipalities go about acquiring new lands to s o
bring under their jurisdiction. There are several costs associated with this practice such - oo :
as the requirement of increased services to the newly incorporated territories. At the s porsis 3 ° = . : —— o5
same time, the municipality can gain a larger tax base or lands that it can designate for e —— - mies ‘,
planned uses such as commercial or industrial which can bring jobs and revenues to the e O ronine ' K aiget
city. In South Carolina laws concerning annexation are designed to give private = N | et il
individuals the choice to be annexed individually or as a neighborhood with consent. — L BRI o odss s
Many citizens often choose to do this in order to gain access to city services such as — A A AKX I
water, sewage, waste management, or emergency responders. Municipalities in the é e Pilumnen) RXCzs
state are often much more limited in their abilities to take the initiative on annexation moR 2 e At e
and often the most viable route is conducted through annexing areas that receive mors %
services without paying city taxes. bR

In addition to this, zoning can play an important role in the developing of a city. i
Zoning Is the designation of land for a particular purpose such as residential, =
commercial, or industrial. Studies have found that zoning can have significant effects on —ah L
local property values and overall quality of life in a municipality. Cities often face issues = - -
with regards on how to zone different parcels and this often leads to a careful balancing E
act where planners have to satisfy multiple interests. This is because multiple e
constituents often have conflicting interests on kind of construction they want to happen =or e A o Roross et et ome a2 N
within a certain area which may affect anything from the price of a home to the = G o512 L Otcinance Suvey. Esri Tapan, METI s China Gatasior N Ordnance Survey, Eon Japen. METI £ty
profitability of a business. msTR I itlins snitiec Sl — S erSreeti b contibutors, and the IS bser Communiy

Jose Bailey, Furman University 2017 Jose Bailey, Furman University 2017

Methods

Greenville Annexed Areas Report

Zone Type Area Acres Percent ConCIUS|On
C-3 77.704582 28.36
i o o As we can see from the analyses presented, there is a significant variation in
oD 28.301301 10.33 annexation between the cities examined in this study. Charleston by far has had the
C-2 26.014943 9.49 . . . . . .
o 1 sa67as 1o most aggressive annexation with over 15,816 acres incorporated in only five years.
e BRSO e RR-ROW 4.604466 163 While a large portion of these lands have been set aside for conservation and urban
Query for RM.-2 1.716513 0.63 . . . .
Municos RM.15 0.903527 035 development, other tracts have been allocated toward industrial and residential use
et I » | tayerFrom o 0.870769 082 signifying an expected increase in population and business activity. Rock Hill has
snarec by two >election -1 0.819403 0.3 . . . . . .. .
ayers | | | RM20 0729125 027 also made moves toward bringing lands under city jurisdiction which have totaled
- m o over 1,415 during the same time frame and much of this being designated as
o1 0.082755 0.01 business industrial parks and residential. The city of Greenville in comparison has
o s o incorporated much smaller amounts of land over this period which have 274 acres
| e — —— e \lileS with a primary focus on commercial use.
0 0.75 1.5 3 4.5 6 . . . . . . — .
TN = As we can see, the city of Greenville is falling behind significantly when it
comes to outward development which may reduce its competitiveness in business
W Y and residential attraction in comparison with other cities. Therefore, Greenville has
| i ] Seevior ' the potential to either develop the lands it currently has within its boundaries or
st iNe Fink Pl | Areasetto » | than 1,000 extend outward and develop those. The first might require rezoning some tracts
o ; Emaammen || which may have political repercussions for city leaders. The second would involve a
significant investment in city services to make them desirable to citizens outside of
the boundaries so they may with to become annexed. This could provide the city
egene with the ability to incorporate larger tracts of land which can be designated to fit the
city’s growing needs.
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