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PUD 7592.764821 48.01

C 3971.025333 25.11

SR-1 1315.360742 8.32

LI 1012.871446 6.4

RR-1 676.311424 4.28

CY 501.771128 3.17

SR-6 278.935189 1.76

DR-1 88.73554 0.56

GB 82.52141 0.52

DR-1F 56.856356 0.36

LB 53.574356 0.34

GP 39.689602 0.25

DR-9 36.144894 0.23

DR-6 24.857825 0.16

SR-4 14.189855 0.09

SR-2 13.329489 0.08

SR-7 7.929611 0.05

GO 7.480775 0.05

DR-4 6.246048 0.04

DR-2 5.995635 0.04

BP 5.952134 0.04

RO 4.833485 0.03

CT 4.227831 0.03

JC 3.783234 0.02

STR 3.373854 0.02

DR-12 2.028089 0.01

CW-PUD 2.004583 0.01

DR-2F 1.259547 0.01

HW-PUD 1.019964 0.01

HI 0.639517 0

DI-C 0.269644 0

DR-3 0.254336 0

SR-3 0.073195 0
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C-3 77.704582 28.36

PD 60.716337 22.16

S-1 60.09815 21.93

OD 28.301301 10.33

C-2 26.014943 9.49

R-6 11.836783 4.32

RR-ROW 4.604466 1.68

RM-2 1.716513 0.63

RM-1.5 0.903527 0.33

I-1 0.870769 0.32

RM-1 0.819403 0.3

R-M20 0.729125 0.27

R-9 0.117421 0.04

RDV 0.047184 0.02

C-1 0.032755 0.01

RM-3 0.032278 0.01
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MP-BIP 312.73327 22.1

MP-R 177.562568 12.55

SF-5 157.648486 11.14

IG 137.553401 9.72

MP-C 133.537256 9.44

SF-3 94.02706 6.65

NC 72.461448 5.12

PUD 57.763984 4.08

LC 42.776326 3.02

GC 40.130825 2.84

CC 38.211441 2.7

OI 35.85535 2.53

MF-15 30.075299 2.13

SF-4 29.206795 2.06

IH 23.495757 1.66

MP-CU 15.277996 1.08

RH 7.999165 0.57

NMU 3.783047 0.27

PUD-R 2.279825 0.16

IB 1.324129 0.09

MHP 0.706529 0.05

PUD-MH 0.506938 0.04

SF-2 0.504189 0.04
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As we can see from the analyses presented, there is a significant variation in 

annexation between the cities examined in this study. Charleston by far has had the 

most aggressive annexation with over 15,816 acres incorporated in only five years. 

While a large portion of these lands have been set aside for conservation and urban 

development, other tracts have been allocated toward industrial and residential use 

signifying an expected increase in population and business activity. Rock Hill has 

also made moves toward bringing lands under city jurisdiction which have totaled 

over 1,415 during the same time frame and much of this being designated as 

business industrial parks and residential. The city of Greenville in comparison has 

incorporated much smaller amounts of land over this period which have 274 acres 

with a primary focus on commercial use. 

As we can see, the city of Greenville is falling behind significantly when it 

comes to outward development which may reduce its competitiveness in business 

and residential attraction in comparison with other cities. Therefore, Greenville has 

the potential to either develop the lands it currently has within its boundaries or 

extend outward and develop those. The first might require rezoning some tracts 

which may have political repercussions for city leaders. The second would involve a 

significant investment in city services to make them desirable to citizens outside of 

the boundaries so they may with to become annexed. This could provide the city 

with the ability to incorporate larger tracts of land which can be designated to fit the 

city’s growing needs. 

This study aimed at investigating annexation and zoning practices among 

municipalities in South Carolina. For this assessment, the researcher chose the cities of 

Greenville, Rock Hill, and Charleston to learn about the lands that these cities annexed 

from the years 2012 to 2017 and how they are using these lands. The results show that 

Charleston has been the most aggressive with annexation by incorporating over 

600,000 acres of land which were largely devoted to conservation. Rock Hill annexed 

over 50,000 acres that were heavily devoted toward urban development, and Greenville 

brought in a little over 11,000 acres for commercial use. 

Annexation is the process by which municipalities go about acquiring new lands to 

bring under their jurisdiction. There are several costs associated with this practice such 

as the requirement of increased services to the newly incorporated territories. At the 

same time, the municipality can gain a larger tax base or lands that it can designate for 

planned uses such as commercial or industrial which can bring jobs and revenues to the 

city. In South Carolina laws concerning annexation are designed to give private 

individuals the choice to be annexed individually or as a neighborhood with consent. 

Many citizens often choose to do this in order to gain access to city services such as 

water, sewage, waste management, or emergency responders. Municipalities in the 

state are often much more limited in their abilities to take the initiative on annexation 

and often the most viable route is conducted through annexing areas that receive 

services without paying city taxes.

In addition to this, zoning can play an important role in the developing of a city. 

Zoning is the designation of land for a particular purpose such as residential, 

commercial, or industrial. Studies have found that zoning can have significant effects on 

local property values and overall quality of life in a municipality. Cities often face issues 

with regards on how to zone different parcels and this often leads to a careful balancing 

act where planners have to satisfy multiple interests. This is because multiple 

constituents often have conflicting interests on kind of construction they want to happen 

within a certain area which may affect anything from the price of a home to the 

profitability of a business. 
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