Trail Guide to the Swam

Guinn Garrett

p Rabbit Trail

Abstract: The Swamp Rabbit trail is developed as part of the Rails to Trails program, which provides monetary
aid to establish recreational trails along abandoned railroad lines. The Swamp Rabbit corridor stretches
between a nine-mile sector of land from Greenville, SC to Traveler’s Rest, SC and includes a variety of plant
and geologic features. | have created a trail guide which will be divided into “stops”, each stop containing
written and pictorial data of the unique plant and rock outcrops. This project will display the unique and
interesting features found at several of these trail “stops”.

‘Southern Blackberry
Rubus argustus.

Trumpet Vine
ampsis radi

Trumpet’

tho plant can al
be dentifed by s small
white blooms, typically seen
during the April and May.
Look for this plant in open
pastures and meadows.

Common Day Lily
s fulva.

“This flower was orginally
Introduced to the United

between May and July.

Butterfly Weed Greater Tickseed

thickets. Blooms from July to
September. Also because
Hellvine because it spreads
quickly ko a weed.

FEwigie
Pegmate Foat

Pegmaiies coarse-grained
granite that has cut actoss
other fine grained rock. This
float possesses large, pink

el i
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This plant s aerf o prant cangrowvery il and s
o

color. Butterfly Woed s found
in fields or along roadsides.
“Typically blooms from June
uniil Seplember.

Blooms during the late summer
‘and eariy fall months.

White Swest Clover
Mellotus albus
White Sweet Clover is a non-
ative, invasive plant. Usually
seen blooming between May
and September.

Stop 8:
“PLANTS

Queen Anne's Lace
Daucaus carota
Blooms from May unil October.
Queen Anne's Lace is related to
our garden carrol

New England Aster

Symphyolrichum novea-angliae
Blooms f

Blooms from June unti
‘September. Related to our
garden Poturia flower.

Solanum carolinense
Horse Netle is typically found in
old felds, roadsides, and oth
abandoned areas. Blooms
between May and July.

Butterfly Pea
toria mariana

Butterfly Pea is actually a vine,

found in dry clearings or woods. It

usualy blooms from June unti

Goldenrod
e ta

Blooms in the falfrom August
unti October. Goldenrod s
‘common in open areas like
prairios or moadows.

Deptford Pink.

environments ke swamps. lts

May to September. It i found

pink.

Folds

Folds result from pushing and pressure.
from movement within the crust. Folding
is a type of deformation seen in many
‘mountain systems.

Amphibolite
An amphibolite i a type of rock made up of
plagiocase feldspar and an amphibole. An
‘amphibolte is found in areas that have

experienced lofs of metamorphism, Typically,
amphibolte is characerized by its reddish-black
Joration.

Passionfiower

Wid Potato Vine
Passifora incamata Ipomoea,

May
through September. However, like
other Morning Glories, ts blooms:

June until September. It
also bears a sweet fuit,
Maypop.

Stop 21:
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o “This gneiss possesses augens.
Augens are large, eye-shaped
crystals that are typically.

composed of feldspar or quartz

Hele m
“This plant blooms from early spring
1o ate fall. Its name is derived from
the biftr faste of cow's mik tasted
after the animal has eaten the flower.

Joint are flat surfaces, or cracks,
along a rock tht has ot
experienced any movemet.
Typicaly, oints control the flow of
Waler in a strea, fivr or reek.
This joint has shaped the flow

paih of the Reedy Rive

Methods: During the summer of 2006, my senior thesis
research partner, Chris Tasich, and | collected written and
pictorial data of the geologic and botanical features of the

corridor. At each site, pictures and corresponding GPS
coordinates were recorded using a handheld GPS system;
these GPS location data were later compiled into different

“stops” along the trail. Then, using ArcMap, summer research
data was added with railroad and detailed street data, to create
a detailed map of the area. Finally, to complete the trail guide,
several air photographs were added to provide an accurate
visual portrayal of the surrounding landscape.

A view from the Swamp Rabbit Corridor.

Outcomes: Not only will this project be incorporated into my
senior thesis, but | also hope to present the Swamp Rabbit trail
guide as a brochure and an internet website that will have
detailed, clickable maps be available to the public. As a trail
guide, | hope it will be used as an educational tool; providing
definitions and interesting information about each unique
botanical and geologic features. | believe this project will be
beneficial to the local Greenville community, promoting an
environmental awareness as it educates trails users of their
surrounding ecosystem.

Stop 16:
PLANTS

Daisy Fleabane
annuus

“This flower blooms in ate spring

and carly summer. s ideal

habitatare areas of dry soll and

full sunlight

“ROCKS

“This rock contains a type

hand specimen, s black or
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